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About Us 

Friends of Ballarat Eventing Association (FoBEA) is a not for profit volunteer group that has been 

working successfully for twelve years to promote and develop the sport of Eventing in Victoria.  

FoBEA conducts several events throughout the year to raise funds which are applied back into 

equestrian sports equipment and capital improvements in the magnificent Victoria Park Equestrian 

precinct .  

The most prestigious of these events is The Ballarat International Horse Trials. This highly regarded 

annual event brings more than two thousand spectators to support over 400 competitors for three 

days each May. Our small team puts a huge effort into providing a professional, exciting and 

challenging event that attracts visitors from throughout Victoria and beyond. Our sponsoring 

partners are a vital and valued part of our Event.  

We would love you to jump in with us!  

About Eventing  

Eventing is an Olympic sport. As our Australian elite level Eventers start their preparations 

for the 2020 Tokyo Olympics, public interest and competitor participation is intensifying.   

Eventing is a unique sport in that men and women, junior and professional riders compete 

side by side in the three disciplines of Dressage, Showjumping and Cross Country that 

make up a “Horse Trials”.  A broad demographic of people is engaged with this sport 

thereby offering our Partners flexibility in how they promote their business. The 

atmosphere at our Horse Trials is busy, energizing, fun and friendly—a great combination 

to engage positively with our spectators and competitors! 
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What can we offer you? 

The Marcus Oldham Ballarat International Horse Trials  attracts a large audience from the Ballarat 

area, and also across Victoria, and interstate. By Eventing standards this is a large event and is 

recognized as one of the most professional on the circuit. Therefore  your Business and brand can 

be associated with a popular event that brings in a diverse yet connected demographic with both 

local and regional reach. Our pricing structure offers a variety of price points to ensure you get the 

best outcome from your investment. We are only a small group and therefore you get personal 

attention and an ability to personalise your marketing opportunity. Being a partner with FoBEA is 

fun, a bit out of the ordinary, and offers a unique opportunity for you to be involved with the event 

you sponsor. 

Why is it International? 

In Eventing there are different levels of competition. In order to be classed as “International” the 

quality of the event must meet certain rules that are set by the international governing body 

“Federation Equestre  Internationale”. The approved riders gain points towards their international 

standing which then allows them to be selected for International competitions, such as the 2020 

Tokyo Olympics.  

The international grades are referred to by level, so you get the classes called CCI-S-2,*, CCI-S 3*, 

CCI-S-4* (the biggest jumps!) in which our  Elite riders compete . Within our Event, however, there 

are also a large contingent of  riders at a novice level. These riders ride for points in a national 

circuit. The grades are EvA80, EvA95 and CCN-S-1* . This part of the competition encourages our up 

and coming riders, and offers our future elite riders the opportunity to develop their skills. We love 

to support them, and we hope you will too! 

 

Winners! 

Everyone loves a winner, and our winners 

throughout the competition are presented with  

prizes reflecting their success within the class. First 

place winners get floral garlands, money and a horse 

rug, and the other winners (to 8th) receive 

sponsored  gifts such as horse feed, vouchers, and 

money. Your business can be a great help in 

supporting us to give great prizes to our 

competitors! 
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A note of thanks to our wonderful photographers who provided our photos 

Felicity Clay from Felicity Clay Photography 

Andrew Rowan from Andrew Rowan Wealth Management 

There are many different ways you can partner with us! 

 

1) Plain and Simple—Tiered Partnership 

The tiered options allow you to easily choose a sponsorship package that meets your budget  All our 

Platinum, Gold, Silver and Bronze  partners  receive excellent television coverage through our partnership 

with Southern Cross Austereo Channel 9. We also ensure your logo is visible in all our print media, social 

media and merchandise. Our Commentary Team will connect with you throughout the event so you can 

connect directly to our audience to deliver your message. The different levels also offer the option of naming 

rights of an arena, class or jump depending on the level you choose. Simplify your life and get all the benefits 

of a Top Tier Partnership! (see the inclusions on the next page) 

 

2) The Creative Choice 

The Marcus Oldham International Horse Trials comprises 40 acres of parkland in picturesque Victoria Park, 

Ballarat.  As our grounds are beautifully manicured and expansive there is plenty of scope for unique product 

displays within this magnificent setting.  Bring your products on-site to create an interesting and visible 

display to encourage visitation, and offer your sales team the opportunity to showcase your business. We will 

work with you to  consider what could work (we have years of experience) and ensure a great location! 

 

3) Balancing the Budget 

Do you love what we do, but need to keep your support under $500.  

We get it!  Smaller partnerships offer unique opportunities for participation. Perhaps you would like to 

sponsor a jump , have your own arena, partner with one of our Elite Riders for the weekend, or assist with 

our fencing costs, or the many other necessary elements of running a successful show. We will make sure to 

give you appropriate publicity for your contribution to our Event. We can make a little go a long way! 
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Tiered Partnership Options 

 

Platinum Partner: 

 Cost is $5000 

 This is our naming rights partner. 

  Marcus Oldham is our naming rights sponsor through 2019.  

 Please talk to us if you are interested in becoming our 2020-2022 Platinum Partner 

 Maximum media exposure through all channels for the event and throughout the year. 

 

Gold Partner: 

 Cost is $3000 

 Full media coverage for the leadup, duration and post the event 

 A large and prominent arena in your name 

 A Top Level Class in your name 

 A set of top level Cross Country jumps with your signage 

 A large trade stand in our Trade Village 

 Your own Elite Rider to partner for the weekend 

 Total Value $4000 

  

Silver Partner 

 Cost is $2000 

 Full media coverage for the leadup, duration and post the event 

 One of our five dressage arenas in your name 

 A High Level Class in your name 

 A large Cross Country jump with your signage 

 A small trade stand in our Trade Village 

 Your own Elite Rider to partner for the weekend 

 Total Value $3000 

 

Bronze Partner: 

 Cost is $1000 

 Full media coverage for the duration of the event 

 A Cross Country jump with your signage 

 Signage at the start and finish of the cross country 

course 

 Total Value $2000 
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Other Partnership Opportunities 

As we mentioned earlier, the great thing about working with a small group of volunteers to create a very 

large and successful event, is that there are so many variations of sponsorship. 

One of the most popular options is a Class Sponsor (refer back to page x to understand some of the 

jargon!). There are 13 separate classes, each available for separate sponsorship. 

Here is how it works: 

Class Sponsor  

Each sponsor will have: 

 The class named after the business with their  logo placed on collateral associated with the event, 

including the horse rug offered for first place in that class. 

 Opportunities to place signage around the trade village/club room area  

 Signage in the Winners Circle during the Prize giving ceremony Invitation to attend the Welcome Drinks 

on the Friday night 

 Cross Country fence – signage to be provided by the sponsor 

  The sponsorship opportunities that are available include: 

 EvA80 -  $450.00 (3 classes available) 

 EvA95 -  $450.00 (3 classes available) 

 CCI - S - 1*  $550.00 (3 classes available) 

 CCI - S - 2*   $650.00 (2 classes available) 

 CCI - S - 3*  Ballarat Business Class – Elite Riders - $250.00/rider 

 CCI - S - 4*  Ballarat Business Class – Elite Riders - $250.00/rider 

 

 Naming Right and Class sponsors will receive an invitation to attend the Prize giving ceremony where 

photographs will be taken for post event publicity 

 Class sponsors have the opportunity to have a trade stand at a 50% discounted rate 

 

 

 

Trade Village 

 

We have a wonderful Trade Village centrally located 

within the pedestrian area of our grounds. It is busy 

and well attended with quality merchandise 

including food and wine, gifts,  and  equestrian 

wares . 

If you would like to be part of our Village, please let 

us know!  Prices start as low as $300.  

 

 

 

If you are a class sponsor your receive a 50% discount  

on your trade stand! 

 

!If you have a food van and would like to be part of our Village, 

please let us know!  A standard Food Van/Marquee site is $400. 



 7 

Arena Sponsor 

Each of our arenas are well utilized for much of the event. Having Arena naming rights offers 

the opportunity for high visibility, great signage, and regular commentary announcements 

throughout the day as the different classes move through the arenas. Prices range from $200-

$500. 

 

Jump Sponsor 

There are over 50 series of  cross country jumps that are used for competition throughout the 

weekend. Many of these jumps lend themselves to signage, and therefore great photographic 

opportunities that can be used to associate your business with the Friends of Ballarat Eventing 

Association, showing your valued support for local sporting groups. Some of the jumps (e.g. 

the water jump) attract more visitation, or have better visibility than others. This is reflected in 

the price point which ranges from $100 to $700 

 

Display Sponsor 

Does your business have large items you would like to display?  We can offer space around our 

beautiful 40acre venue for you to set up a creative display for people to come and visit. Past 

experience tells us that visitors love visiting these exhibits. It is a great way to start a 

conversation with old and new customers! Pricing for this type of sponsorship starts at $200 

 

Signage Only Sponsor 

If you would simply like to be able to put a sign or a banner up on the grounds during the 

event, we will be happy to accommodate you. Prices start at $50 for a peg banner around the 

club rooms 

 

Have another idea? 

We are all ears—just contact us to discuss what you see for your business! 
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Are you a Ballarat Business that would enjoy the opportunity of a real hands on/get in the thick of 

it type of partnership!?  

Then the *Battle of the Ballarat Businesses* is a great opportunity to consider! 

 

Battle of the Ballarat Businesses 

 We would like to invite you  to be involved in this year’s Marcus Oldham Ballarat International 

Horse Trials by connecting your business to an Elite 3*or 4* rider. You will be able to follow the 

riders progress over the weekend either by visiting the grounds to see them compete, or online 

at BSP Scoring – bspscoring.com  Further information is available on our website 

www.friendsofballarateventing.com 

 The rider will represent your business for the weekend – Our commentator will introduce the 

rider and inform people that they are representing your business 

 Advertising banners will be placed on the “Ballarat Business Mound” centrally located on the 

cross country course 

 Invitation to attend the Welcome Drinks on the Friday night and the opportunity to meet “Your 

Rider” 

 Opportunity to have a photograph with the Horse and Rider representing you 

 Logos (provided by sponsor) and advertising placed in the programme 

 Cost to be involved: $250.00/ Elite Rider 
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A note to all our partners and sponsors  

about signage and displays. 

 

 

 Our Association has a strong focus on Occupational Health and Safety to ensure the wellbeing of our riders, their 

horses and all our volunteers and visitors.  

 It is important that all exhibits– from small signs and banners through to large equipment exhibits are discussed 

with the sponsorship committee prior to agreeing to the sponsorship. 

 This ensures that everyone stays safe. 

 All signage/banners etc. are provided and paid for by the sponsor.  

 All items will be returned after the event if requested. 
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Friends of Ballarat Eventing Association 

www.friendsofballarateventing.com 

 

 

 

 

Judy Croagh  

0418993809 

Viv Stephens 

0419522788 

Deb Bain 

0438402215 

friendsofballaratht@gmail.com 

 

Sponsorship Committee 


